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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THF MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

. E^nsCns of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be time.y filed 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

I) D Responsive to communication® filed on 10 December 1999 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)M This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal I matters prosecutior i as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 21 3. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) I3 Claim(s) 85-87 and 100 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) 85-87 and 100 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) S The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

II) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)Q disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) Q The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (0- 

a)DAII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3 □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 

Attachment(s) 

rci « D , , r /pth mo\ 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). . 

;!lr;::r D rp^rir2 S R,««PTo. 9 «, «□ n*.-*—— 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1 449) Paper No(s) . 6) |_J Other. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office Action is in response to the Preliminary Amendment filed on December 10, 

1999. 

Accordingly, claims 1-84, 88-99 and 101-205 are canceled. Currently, claims 85-87 and 
100 are pending in the application. 

Specification 

The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it is missing from the application. 
Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: page 22, line 26, 
"Fig. 6" should have been "Figs. 6A-D"; and page 23, Figs. 17A-B are not being described. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreigi country or in ] public use or on 
sale m Sis country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the Umted States. 

Claims 85-87 and 100 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 

Jacobsen (U.S. 5,673,131). 

Jacobsen discloses a method of coupling signals between electronic devices (half- 
capacitors) in a modular electronic system (see Fig. 9b; col. 7, lines 11-32) comprising the steps 
of: locating a first subset of electronic devices (half-capacitor) 216 on a first chip; locating a 
second subset of electronic devices (half-capacitor) 214 on a second chip; and aligning and 
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affixing the first and second chips so as to capacitively couple the first and second chips; wherein 
the first and second chips are affixed to a base substrate 210 or 212 thereby capacitively coupling 
the first and second chips via the substrate. Since the general conditions taught by Jacobsen are 
the same as those of the claims, it must be inherent that a signal related to the signals applied to 
the first half-capacitor 216 is received via the second half-capacitor 214. 

Claims 85-87 and 100 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Zappe 

(U.S. 3,983,546). 

Zappe discloses a method of coupling signals between electronic devices (half- 
capacitors) in a modular electronic system (see Fig. 14; col. 12, lines 58-67) comprising the steps 
of: locating a first subset of electronic devices (half-capacitor) 170A on a first chip 1 16A; 
locating a second subset of electronic devices (half-capacitor) 170B on a second chip 1 16B; and 
aligning and affixing the first and second chips so as to capacitively couple the first and second 
chips; wherein the first and second chips are affixed to a base substrate thereby capacitively 
coupling the first and second chips via the substrate. Zappe also teaches that a signal related to 
the signals applied to the first half-capacitor 170A is received via the second half-capacitor 170B 
(see col. 12, lines 58-60). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Ballmer et al. '535, Howard et al. '655, Jacobsen '882, Moresco et al. '265, Knight et al. 
'838 disclose relevant methods of capacitively coupling signals between electronic devices. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Khanh Duong whose telephone number is (703) 305-1784. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday (9:00 AM - 6:00 PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Carl Whitehead, Jr. can be reached on (703)308-4940. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703)305-3431 for regular 
communications and (703)308-7722 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703)308-0956. 
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May 19, 2002 
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SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINED 
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